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Sierra Leone’s high maternal and neonatal
mortality is the dearth of nurses and
midwives. The cost of the West Africa Senior
School Certificate Examination (WASSCE), a
prerequisite for nursing programs, is a major
financial impediment for those considering
nursing and midwifery. To address this barrier,
Partners In Health (PIH) and University of
California San Francisco (UCSF) Global Action
in Nursing (GAIN) provided funding for 37
certificate-level providers to attend 15 weeks
of evening and weekend classes to study and
take the WASSCE. This scholarship program
aimed to increase the number of providers
eligible to upgrade from certificate to
diploma or bachelor-level nurse-midwifery
education.

GAIN scholars studying at Korle Bu College of
Nursing and Ridge College of Anesthesia in Ghana.

Eligibility criteria included minimum two
vears’ service with PIH at Koidu Government
Hospital (KGH), an above average
performance evaluation, and commitment to
return to KGH upon degree completion.
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